
I believe that all individuals, regardless of wealth, 

status, or their degree of suffering, deserve and 

benefit from access to the healing joy of the arts, 

and particularly live music.

— PETER COYOTEFA
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Dear Friends,

For thirty years, I have supported Bread & Roses 
as a member of their Circle of Advisors. In daily 
life,  I am an actor, author,  and Zen Buddhist 
priest, not to mention the narrator of numerous 
documentaries.  Recently I narrated a special 
documentary titled “Bread & Roses Presents” 
which demonstrates the compassionate 
commitment of our nonprofit mission to 
bring the healing power of live music and the 
performing arts to people affected by loneliness 
and  isolation.

Each story that I have experienced from 
this thirty-year history is an illumination of 
emotional uplift fanning across our audiences 
like a spotlight as they respond to the music and 
affection of performers,  warming their hearts and 
shifting perspectives during the concerts by our 
volunteer performers. 

As a life-long artist, and a former Chairman of the 
California State Arts Council, I am a passionate 
believer in the power of the arts and their ability 
to relieve and heal suffering. Furthermore, I 
believe that all individuals, regardless of wealth, 
status, or their degree of suffering, deserve and 
benefit from access to the healing joy of the arts, 
and particularly live music.

Bread & Roses Presents has provided live 
music to isolated audiences in the San 
Francisco Bay Area for 45 years. We bring live 
performing arts to non-traditional venues, to 
isolated audiences in social service institutions —
impoverished youth in child care centers, lonely 
adults in homeless and rehabilitation facilities, 



immigrant families in emergency shelters, and 
fragile seniors in assisted living facilities. Our 
work is a “win-win,” benefiting the audiences we 
serve, and the performers given the opportunity 
to play for diverse audiences in challenging 
settings they would otherwise never access in 
their  “regular” gigs.

Last year Bread & Roses presented 624 shows 
in 125 facilities in eight Bay Area counties. These 
performances showcased the skills of 1,033 
musicians and other volunteers, and brought 
joy to 34,159 audience members. We continue 
expanding our reach, increasing programs for 
seniors in skilled nursing facilities and Hispanic 
children in day care centers. We continue to add 
new audiences wherever we discover a need for 
help in these turbulent times, concentrating 
particularly on  programs for the growing number 
of homeless individuals and families in San 
Francisco, the East Bay and Sonoma counties.  

Please help us continue this work, and expand 
it to embrace more people in need in areas 
currently shadowed by suffering and neglect. 
Your belief in and continued support of our work 
is invaluable. Your gift enables us to partner with 
125 Bay Area collaborative social service and 
other organizations who have always counted 
on Bread & Roses to enhance the lives of their 
clients. We know they join us in thanking you for 
your generous donation in support of live art... for 
everyone!

Sincerely,
Peter Coyote

1,033
Volunteers
843 Performers
190 Host, Office &
Event Volunteers

Increased
Service
to seniors in skilled
nursing facilities,
children’s daycare
centers, homeless and
developmentally
disabled adults.
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